Charge to the Jury.
Mr Justice Darting
I am afraid it may be a little tiresome, but I will now read
to you the evidence on this. Eight days after she died, and the
defence say she might have lived—they say she died undoubtedly
of a dose of arsenic, that she had arsenic after she was last down-
stairs. They fix the 16th. They say a dose of arsenic was taken
probably on the 16th February, and that she took it herself pur-
posely, intending to kill herself. They have given evidence about
it, and the doctors called our attention to her condition. They
cross-examined Dr. Hincks and the nurse, and so on. That is
the affirmative case put for the defence. They put two cases, the
affirmative and negative. They say first of all, " We will prove
it affirmatively to you—we shall satisfy you that she committed
suicide. We will call evidence that she must have taken such a
dose about the 16th as killed her." On the other hand they say,
*' Suppose you are not satisfied that she committed suicide, then
there is the negative case." There is the case that you may be in
doubt as to who gave her the dose of poison that killed her, because
they do not dispute that she did die on the 22nd February at
ten o'clock in the morning of arsenical poisoning; and they say
first, " We will prove she took it herself; but if we fail to do that
it does not follow that you should find the defendant guilty, but
you may be still satisfied that she died by a dose, or many doses,
not administered to her by the defendant/5 It is for that reason
that I must read to you the evidence of her last days—the evidence
of those who saw her and had to do with her during those days,
and not the evidence of those who theorise either on the one side
or the other.
Mr. vachell—Nurse Kinsey is the one the Attorney-General
called attention to first.
Mr. justice darling—Yes. I was going to begin earlier
than that, because you will remember that I said to you the sug-
gestion of the defence is running through all this time. I am
going to deal with the suggestion that she committed suicide, and
we shall see now what there is to show that. If you look at the
evidence of Miss Pearce she says this, " After the deceased returned
from the asylum one day she went up to the attic. She came
down and asked whether if any one threw themselves out of that
window they would break their back. She told me then at the
asylum she had tried to get out of the window, but it was fastened.71
Now that is a general question. She went up to the attic, and
came down again. She did not throw herself out of the window.
She asked the nurse whether if she threw herself out of the window
it would break her back, and said that when she tried to get
out of the window at the asylum it was fastened. What would
happen to a person in an asylum who wanted to escape? Would
not they try to get out of the window, and if the window were
fastened would not they give it up? In an asylum is not that
exactly what you would expect? People in an asylum do not
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